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Robin-Eleanor Adams

24 February 1944 - 28 August 2025

Private Graveside Service - 
Sunday 31 August 2025

David Buffett read the following at the 
commencement of the service:

Order, Order

Greetings to each of you this Sunday morning. 
With bright sunshine blessing our gathering, we 
farewell Robin Eleanor Adams. Welcome and thank 
you for your presence, allow me some introductory 
words as we continue this morning.

Robin Adams was a distinguished individual
Notable at our island – local – level
Known and respected on a national plane, and
Made her mark on the international scene.
Most will know that Robin commenced her 

working life as a School Teacher in Australia.
Norfolk Island Scene

She commenced her major Norfolk Island profile 
as the Registrar in the Norfolk Island public service 
- Registrar of Lands, Registrar of Births, Deaths and 
Marriages, and the like. She was the first female to 
hold the post of Registrar. 

Post 1979, she was appointed Deputy Clerk of 
the newly established Legislative Assembly. She 
later became the Clerk and served with distinction. 
Awarded the Public Service Medal for her 
meritorious service. She was the longest serving 
Australasian Clerk at the Table.

Following her quality service as an Officer of 
the Parliament, Robin became a Member of the 
Norfolk Island Legislative Assembly. We (you and 
me), elected her to Office. 

(continued overleaf)

Cheryl Tennis Club News 
And Information

Thank you, 
Julie South 

All associated with Cheryl 
Tennis Club (CTC) were sorry to 
hear of the passing of Julie South 
last weekend.  

Julie is a Life Member of CTC 
and has been a dedicated player, 
Committee member and most 
importantly, a great friend to so 
many over several decades  at 
CTC. 

Julie retired from the 
Committee after many years at 
the end of 2022 and was playing 
competetive tennis during that 
year. Julie was involved in all 
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facets of running the Club as a voluntary Committee 
member for decades  

Julie was primarily on Match sub-committee and 
always maintained strong standards of sportsmanship, 
efficiency in tournament management and encouraging 

(continued overleaf)
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  Father’s  Day  2024
A careful man I ought to be;
My little children follow me.
I do not dare to go astray
For fear they will go the selfsame way.

I cannot once escape their eyes;
Whatever they see me do they try.
Like me they say they are going to be
My little children who follow me.

They think that I am good and fine,
Believe in every word of mine.
The base in me they must not see,
My little children who follow me.

 I must remember as I go
My little children, I do love them so.
But I’m building now for the years to be
For my little children who follow me.

Happy Father’s Day  2024.
                                                           Maureen King.

NOT --- how did our Julie die?
BUT --- how did she live?
NOT --- what did she gain?
BUT --- what did our Julie give?
 On behalf of the Norfolk Island Quota Club 

Members and Friends ... a tribute to Julie South.
 I wish to share with the Norfolk Island community, 

our Julie as a Friend of N/I Quota Club, and her 
“confidential contribution”.

 For over fifteen years Julie gave of herself in 
making the shrouds. The shrouds were gifted  to our 
Norfolk Island Hospital and in a dignified, lovingly  
and respectful manner were used for the many, many 
loved ones in our community who, down through the 
years have passed away. 

THANK YOU to our late Julie South for YOUR 
SERVICE in GIVING to our community. So truly 
appreciated.

 We all shall treasure your memory.
With friendly love   ...  

Maureen King   N/I Quota Club President.
                                                                                 

Brewery and Bar Open 7 Days from 12-noon



Robin-Eleanor Adams - continued
She was elected Speaker of the House by the 

Members. In her following election to the Assembly, 
Robin was Minister for Cultural Heritage and 
Community Services.

After the Legislative Assembly was dismembered 
by the Commonwealth, she was elected to its 
successor the Norfolk Island Regional Council. She 
was elected Mayor. 

Post the Commonwealth’s placing the Norfolk 
Island Regional Council into administration, Robin 
continued to be a force and a knowledgeable 
advocate for Norfolk Island’s causes. 

These happening I have just mentioned are 
of course in the Public Service arena. Her other 
spheres of participation included:

Wives and Mothers Club
Co-op at the Bean Shed
Cattle Association
I could go on and on, but Aaron and Mitchell will 

go crook at me if I do!
Keep it brief! Make us laugh! Was their brief. Well 

I’m not sure I will deliver on either count.
But, Robin acted with Norfolk in her heart at all 

times, wanting the best for the Island and its people. 
She acted selflessly, never wanting recognition. 
Always trying to see the best in people, no matter 
what the role she was in.

National Scene
Robin initially in her role as Clerk became noted 

on the National scene of Clerks to the Parliaments 
of Australia. 

She was a valued member of ANZACAT – 
Australian and New Zealand Clerks at the Table – a 
prestigious membership.

Robin’s voice and opinion was heard and 
recognised by every Clerk on a national scale.

International Scene
Norfolk Island in 1979 became a member of the 

CPA - Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. 
Not of the Commonwealth of Australia. This is the 
Commonwealth of Nations. 

We are now entering the international scene.
Robin as Clerk, and subsequently as Speaker, 

in the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, 
was a voice sought out, to be heard on the 
international scene on parliamentary procedure. 
She was frequently invited to provide articles in the 

Parliamentarian – the global magazine of the CPA.
On this international level she encouraged the 

successful relationship with the Parliament of the 
Isle of Mann (Tynwald) and Norfolk Island. You may 
recall seeing the Isle of Mann flag flying on Norfolk 
on 5 July each year. The two island’s cultural 
agreement is in the Pier Store Museum, with her 
signature.

Robin pioneered Norfolk Island’s presence, 
certainly Norfolk Island’s female presence, 
worldwide.

She has done us proud.
We must honour Robin for all of these attributes 

so said, and all the unsaid.
All of us being here this morning, is to do just 

that.
And her two boys are so very grateful for having 

such a wonderful, amazing Mother.  
Thank you Rob. May you rest in peace, without 

pain and trouble.
Glenn Robinson read the following which Robin 

had requested to be read:

“...Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate.
Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond 

measure.
It is our light, not our darkness that most frightens 

us.
We ask ourselves, Who am I to be brilliant, 

gorgeous, talented, fabulous?
Actually, who are you not to be?
You are a child of God.
Your playing small does not serve the world.
There is nothing enlightened about shrinking so 

that other people won’t feel insecure around you.
We are all meant to shine, as children do.
We were born to make manifest the glory of God 

that is within us.

It’s not just in some of us; it’s in everyone.
And as we let our own light shine, we 

unconsciously give other people permission to do 
the same.

As we are liberated from our own fear, our 
presence automatically liberates others. “

From the book ‘A Return To Love’ (1992) by 
Marianne Williamson

(continued overleaf)
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Robin-Eleanor Adams - continued
The below poem was written by her friend 

Graeme Sait a few months ago when he was on 
island, read by Simon Bigg:

Robin’s Song
Of a family forged from a mutinous clan
Came the boldest of all, and she wasn’t a man
She rose like sweet cream with a passionate plan
To set forth a dream to improve her land

An island of pines midst an ocean of blue
This woman stood firm to defend what is true
Her people were bullied to forgo their dues
But the outsiders failed to undo the glue

The people remain deeply bonded and staunch
They fight for their rights and endeavour to launch
A comeback to counter colonial paunch
To reclaim their island and rise from the raunch

Robin committed to giving her best
To nurture her Norfolk she withstood the test
She’s given her all and her heartfelt bequest
Is never forgotten, it’s time to express

How much we appreciate all she has done
The respect and the gratitude all felt as one
Her passion and purpose is second to none
Thankyou for sharing your time in the sun.

To me she is so special, this fine messenger
She saw that good soils just might help ensure
Her communities health, a goal that’s so pure.
We must seek out root causes when trying to 

cure.

Now my dear friend is ailing and I’m wishing her 
well

That she recovers quickly and I’m wanting to tell
That her impact profound is caste like a spell
I’ll forever remember that she rang the bell.
(For my dear friend Robin. Wishing you a speedy 

recovery. Love Graeme)

Chris Magri read the following, which Robin had 
requested to be read:

Do not stand at my grave and weep;
I am not there. I do not sleep.
I am the thousand winds that blow.
I am the diamond glints in snow.
I am the sunlight on ripened grain.
I am the gentle, autumn rain.
As you awake with morning’s hush
I am the swift, uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circling flight.
I am the day transcending night

Do not stand at my grave and cry;
I am not there. I did not die.

By Clare Harner

Thank you…
To all of Robin’s dear friends — our deepest and 

most heartfelt thanks.
Your kindness and support meant the world to 

her, and to us. From the countless visits when she 
could no longer drive, to the steady stream of chai 
lattes delivered to Camelot, your care was constant 
and generous. The daily phone calls, the lifts, the 
thoughtful gifts — each act of love did not go 
unnoticed.

Celia, we are especially indebted to you. The 
love, time, and unwavering attention you gave 
Robin was extraordinary. Thank you for being her 
anchor.

To Dad, for all of your years of love and care. En 
fe nor sackin yourself.

To Care Norfolk — thank you for your incredible 
support, and to her weekly carers in particular. She 
truly cherished those moments with you. 

To Peter Hopcroft, the hospital staff thank you 
for your kindness and care.

(continued overleaf)



Robin-Eleanor Adams - continued
To James, the ambulance crew, and the Police 

— thank you for your compassion and service.
To David, for taking the service, we know she 

would be honoured that you conducted it today. 
Your working history and friendship was treasured.

To Shane, Hen, and the grave diggers; and Tardy 
for taking Mum for her last journey to Camelot 
Gardens and down Rooty Hill Road. Thank you 
to the Pall Bearers; the coffin, the cross and 
wreath makers and those who decorated the 
mound — your contributions were beautiful and 
deeply appreciated. Trent, thank you for the sound 
system and for leading us in the Hymn and Pitcairn 
Anthem. Kieran and Kevin for your efforts and care 
to coordinate and record the service. To Darlene, 
Spider, Shorty and Tarn at the Norfolk Radio station 
– thank you for your support with the radio notices. 
Toni at Photopress for printing the service sheet. 
Lauren and Eldoo Hire Cars for the pall bearers van.

To Jodie for the beautiful service sheet and all of 
your care and attention to bring Mum’s final wishes 
to fruition.

To everyone who has dropped off food, made 
calls, sent messages, visited, and stood by us 
— thank you. Your support has been a source of 
strength.

Thank you to those who travelled home to say 
goodbye to Mum. It would have meant the world 
to her. You all know who you are, and you know 
what you meant to Robin — and to ucklun. Also 
to the people that reached out saying they would 
have liked to travel back if there was time to do so, 
thank you, it means a lot.

To Aaron and Mitchell’s amazing friends – the 
biggest heartfelt felt thank you for your help 
in organising today. As Mum would be se tul – 
blessings. 

We dar lucky fe yorley. Thank you just doesn’t 
seem enough. 

Mum, left instructions for a simple no fuss 
ceremony. Due to family circumstances, we held 
a private service Sunday 31st August. Thanks 
yorlyi for your understanding in having to make this 
difficult decision. 

We will post her service on FB soon, once we 
have that organised - Aaron and Mitch.

SUDOKU RULES
Fill in the grid so
that every column,
every row and every
3x3 box contains
the digits 1 through
9. There is no math
involved. You solve
each puzzle with
reasoning and logic.
Each puzzle only
has one solution.Last week’s solution

Sudoku Number 415 - Medium

9 1 6 8 7 5 4 2 3
4 7 8 9 2 3 5 1 6
2 3 5 1 6 4 7 8 9
5 4 1 3 9 2 6 7 8
7 9 2 6 5 8 3 4 1
6 8 3 7 4 1 2 9 5
8 2 9 4 3 6 1 5 7
1 6 4 5 8 7 9 3 2
3 5 7 2 1 9 8 6 4

3 9 8 1
7 1 2 8
8 9

6 1 9
4 7 6 9

7 4 5
2 3
4 6 7 5

8 2 7 4


