Vale
Paul John Christian

23 October 1952 - 16 July 2025

Paul asked to be quietly laid to rest near our Dad
at Kingston. We fulfilled his wishes last week on his
birthday. Special thanks go to Shane Quintal, and
Wiggy, Glynn, Morgan and Margaret for making this
possible.

Thankyou Jonno and Jo for the eulogy in The
Norfolk Islander, and to everyone who has sent

messages, phoned or called during the last three
months.

With love and appreciation, Leigh & Wayne.

Paul John Christian was born on 23 October
1952.

My first memory of Paul (Mister), was Mum and
Dad arriving home with a 2 day old baby, and | asked
if they could take that boy baby back, and get a
girl baby who doesn’t scream and cry all the time.
| think it was a shock to our parents to suddenly
find themselves with a baby suffering severe colic,
when | had been the perfect child | However, we all
survived, and moved from Ponsonby to Rangeview
Road, Mount Albert when Paul was 2 and | was 5.

Neither Mum nor Dad drove, so we didn’t have
a car, but every weekend, our home was open to
family and friends, our cousins the Lindsays, many
Norfolk Islanders, Voelkerling cousins on Mum’s
side of the family, the house was pumping with fun
and laughter, and the food ! We never went without,
Dad had an amazing vegetable garden, and Mum
was a really sweet cook, she could make a meal
that would make any chef jealous, from scratch.
And the baking - Norfolk Islanders were big fans of
the lamingtons, cream puffs and chocolate eclairs.
And the Norfolk pies, but her passion fruit were the
best !
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Paul John Christian - continued

Paul went to Owairaka School, Wesley
Intermediate, and Avondale College. He didn’t like
school, was often disruptive in class, and rarely
showed his true potential, according to his school
reports. He really only went to school to eat his
lunch!

When he was around 10 or 11, Paul had a paper
run, delivering the NZ Herald. Mum hauled him out
of bed at 4.45 every morning, rain, hail or shine,
and he was on his bike loading the papers, outside
Miss Ormerod’s stationery shop, by 5am. He
squirrelled his pay away, however, he spent some
on cigarettes- yes, he was smoking at that early
age, often sneaking Mum'’s ciggies!

Only when he started work, did he give up the
paper round.

Paul always wanted to be a butcher - from
age 11 or 12, he went after school to help Kerry
Williams in his butcher shop down the road, for
no pay, he just wanted to be a butcher ! He left
school at 15, when he started his apprenticeship
with Dave Sloane at his small butcher shop in Three
Kings. On completion of his trade, Paul worked at
3 privately owned shops, then began his lengthy
career in supermarkets - New World, later Pak N
Save at Royal Oak, where he worked for 48 years,
most of that time as Butchery Manager. He was a
loyal employee, and made many friends over the
years.

Back in the 70s, Paul had a weekend job,
driving tow trucks, and through this work, he met
many people who have become life long friends -
including Kevin, aka his ‘other wife’.

Paul married Lesley in 1978, however they went
their separate ways some 14 years later.

In 2000, Paul became proud father to Jasmine,
his only child.

Dad was from Norfolk Island, and our family
was involved with the Norfolk and Pitcairn Islands
Friendship club from its beginning. Paul was on
the social committee for many years, as were
many Norfolk Islanders , and friends associated
with Norfolk, including Ernie and Marjie Christian,
Keith & Dianne Snell, Rhett & Bubs Nobbs, Keith &
Shirley Nobbs, The Nicholsons - Charles & Sharon,
Charlie (Snr) & Edna, Brud and Beyv, Vic & Sylvia
Dean, Harry (Bera) and Win Quintal, Felix and
Bobbie Gondon, Dave & Betty Fraser. Sadly, many
of those wonderful people have passed on.

Paul was very proud of his Norfolk heritage,
hence his wish to be taken back to Norfolk as his
final resting place.

One of Paul’s interests, was Rugby League.
Although he never played, he was a Selector of the
Auckland Rugby League Minor Representatives in
1971 - 1972.

He was a loyal supporter of the NRL teams,
Balmain Tigers, and NZ Warriors. There was often
banta between Paul, and Junior & Wayne, both
avid Broncos supporters.

Paul’s cars - he was a fanatic as far as
maintenance went - cars always cleaned and highly
polished, and look out if you put your fingers on the
windows!

He was fastidious in the home - remember
Bramble, the Bassett hound ? Paul had white
carpet in the house at Mangere Bridge, so Bramble
had to go and live with Mum - and Mum loved it !

Paul will be sorely missed, having passed away
after a brief illness - we had little time to prepare,
but he went peacefully, with Vanessa by his side .

A much loved brother, uncle, great uncle, cousin,
friend, mate and Dad, gone but definitely not
forgotten. Rest in peace Mister.

There are many people to thank - Vanessa,
Kevin, Junior and Aashish in particular. My amazing
family, Wayne, Mitchell, Janaye and Keely, and
extended family, who stepped up when | couldn’t
be here.

Paul’s many friends and former work mates, who
visited Paul in hospital and then at Peacehaven,
where the staff was so caring and helpful.

We truly appreciate the phone calls, messages
and visits, thankyou for everything.

If we tried to name everybody individually, we
would unintentionally leave somebody out, so
please accept our thanks, from Paul’s family.

CLUB L - October Gathering

The October meeting of CLUB L was held on
Thursday, 23rd October, with guest speaker Sue
Maksan, owner of Reflections.

Sue shared the inspiring story of how she came
to live on Norfolk Island and the journey that
brought her here. Her love of outrigger canoeing
began back in 2007, when she started paddling
competitively and went on to represent on the
international stage in both Rio and Canada.

In 2018, Sue first visited Norfolk Island to take
part in the ‘Round the Rock’ Outrigger Race — an
event that clearly made a lasting impression. This
year will mark her sixth time competing, and her
passion for both the sport and the island continues
to shine through in all she does.

More recently, Sue purchased the local business
Reflections, combining her love of sewing with her
love of life on Norfolk. During the Covid years, she
began making her now well-known ‘Care Cows’,
which have become a popular purchase for both
tourists and locals alike. What began as a creative
outlet has grown into a thriving business that
reflects Sue’s warmth, humour and community
spirit.

Sue closed her talk with a heartfelt message:
“Be careful what you wish for, because dreams do
come true.”

It was a most enjoyable evening, filled with
inspiration, laughter and lively conversation — true
to the welcoming spirit of CLUB L.




