
Vale
Patricia Frances Conaghan

16th February 1955 - 23rd December 2022
Patricia Frances  Conaghan,affectionately known 

as Pat, passed away at the Norfolk Island Hospital on 
Friday evening 23rd December 2022.

Pat was born at the Norfolk Island Hospital on 16th 
February 1955.

Pat was the youngest daughter to OE’Noni  (nee 
Buffett) and Morton Conaghan, mother to Kelly and 
grandmother to Diaz. Sister to Lorraine (Boudan), 
Kathleen (Bailey), Colleen (Vincent) and Sandra 
(Woodhouse)  and so loved sister-in-law to Gaetan, 
and Erle, and Auntie to many nieces and nephews.

Pat’s endearing personality also extends to her 
countless friends here on Norfolk Island and abroad.

Affectionately known as Bubs during her younger 
years as well as Treesh or Trishie.

She is so dearly loved and she will be so dearly 
remembered.

Let each of us, in our own way, focus on the love, 
the joy, the happiness that Pat, in her own way brought 
into our lives.

For having Pat in our lives, we have been blest in 
so many different ways, but now the time has come 
for her to rest. In life we loved her dearly, in death we 
shall do the same.

Throughout her whole life Pat was lovingly cared 
for by her mother Noni. When Noni passed  away in 
2000, Pat continued to be cared for day by day by her 
sisters, in their own individual ways.                          

The surrendering our dear sister Pat to our loving 
Lord, is indeed a privilege and a blessing to release her 
into his tender loving care. We will each treasure, in our 
own way, the memories we have of our Pat and they 
will help us to cope today and all of our tomorrows.

No one will ever really know the personal torments 
Pat endured throughout her whole life.

Pat attended the Norfolk Island Central School, 
leaving school at fifteen. It was Pat’s desire to become 

a hairdresser but sadly, Pat was unable to fulfil this 
ambition.

Apart for a few visits to New Zealand and Australia, 
Pat lived all her life on Norfolk Island.

Pat so enjoyed her weekly ‘times’ at the N/I Leagues 
Club and the N/L RSL Club on Friday evenings. Up 
to the last few weeks Pat was still often winning the 
weekly ‘meat pack’ raffle.

We all observed Pat’s outward smile but not her 
inner pain.

Differing pains invaded every single thought Pat 
had. Indeed, it made Pat cry internally and be so 
deeply, deeply sad. Pat’s physical and mental anguish 
will now forever cease --- now replaced with peace.

TODAY  ---   We all remember the great times, the 
good times we had with Pat.

 We will forever remember Pat’s sense of humour, 
some times a little naughty, Pat’s singing, the party 
times she so enjoyed, and her beautiful and very, very 
generous giving nature.

Everyone who visited Pat in her immaculate kept 
home at 80 New Cascade Road will remember the 
friendly welcome, sitting at her kitchen table, and 
sharing in  table-talk.  Pat’s Bible was always on the
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In The Village -  Open 6 day per week
Thursday to Tuesday  

CLOSED WEDNESDAY

Coffee Machine is ready at 6.30am with 
Old Quarter Coffee Merchants Coffee

So is the kitchen with Bacon & Eggs, Rolls, 
Breaky Burgers & lots more breakfast items.

BREAKFAST 6.30-11AM 
Muffins and sandwiches and more in the 

Cake Cabinet every day for smoko! 
LUNCH FROM 10AM – 2PM. 

Chicken, Beef Burgers, Chicken Sushi Salad 
with the special board to look on as well. 

PHONE 24406 TO PRE ORDER
 Coffee, Breakfast or Lunch 

for dine in or takeaway.

  
THE 0LIVE is in The Village & we are open 6 day per week  

– Thursday to Tuesday  
CLOSED WEDNESDAYs  

Coffee Machine is ready @ 630 with Old Quarter Coffee Merchants Coffee,  
So is the kitchen with Bacon & Eggs rolls, Breaky Burgers &  

lots More Breakfast items. 
Breakfast 630-11am  

Muffins and sandwiches and more in the Cake Cabinet every day for smoko!  
Lunch from 10am – 2pm.  

Chicken, Beef Burgers, Chicken Sushi Salad with the special board to look on as 
well.  

Phone 24406 to pre order, Coffee Breakfast of lunch for dine in or takeaway. 

##We are looking for Junior staff members to join our team for a shift over the 
weekend or in the school holidays  

Please Phone Nomes on 56010 or pop in to say hello. ## 

  

NORFOLK ASSISTS THOSE IN NEED 
NATIN assistance is available to those being medevac’d  

off Norfolk Island. 
You can find the form with the social worker @ 

NIRHRACS  
& Norfolk Online. 

Natin would like to thank all the donations we have 
generously received from the community for this 

wonderful community 
“The smallest act of kindness is worth more than the 

grandest intention.”  ~Oscar Wilde
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16th February 1955  -  23rd  December 2022

A Celebration for the Life
of

Patricia Frances Conaghan

Then shall the king say unto them on His right hand:

Come ye blessed of my father,
Inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world.
For I was hunger’d and ye gave me meat,
I was thirsty and ye gave me drink,
I was a stranger and ye took me in
Naked and ye clothed me,
I was sick and ye visited me,
I was in prison and ye came unto me;
In a much as ye have done it unto one,
of the least of these my breathren
Ye have done it unto Me,
Ye have done it unto Me.
 

Pitcairn Anthem

The family would like to thank and acknowledge the care and 

support shown to Pat over the years. Please join us at 

The Leagues Club to Remember our Pat.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, which art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive them that trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil:

For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, 

For ever and ever.

AMEN



Patricia Frances Conaghan- continued
 table, and in her own personal  way she understood 
and believed in her Jesus.

We, Pat’s family say  ---   THANK YOU  ---
The time finally came in Pat’s daily life that 

specialist help was needed.
Care Norfolk: staff caring for Pat for many hours 

each day. To Pauline, Karen, Kelly and, until recently, 
Nicole thank you for your loving, attentive and patient 
care. To other past and present Carers, thank you.

Life Without Barriers: Thank you Eve for the caring 
and professional assistance you gave in giving to Pat 
the very best requirements following Margie Mah’s 
recommendation for her essential needs.

Norfolk Island Hospital:  Thank you to the Doctors, 
Nurses and all staff who gave to Pat all the nursing 
attention, caring for her in a very special way – special 
thanks also go to our Social Worker, Maria.

Norfolk Island Pharmacy: Thank you Ewan, Honi 
and other staff for your day-to-day medical care each 
of you gave to Pat. Thanks also to you Gerry.

Norfolk Island Ambulance:  Often, in the very early 
hours of a day you attended to Pat with such love and 
care bringing her to the hospital. Thank you, James 
and your staff.  

Our special thanks extend also to the wreathmakers, 
the gravediggers, Tardy, Toni, the Lions Club for the 
PA System and, to many we may have overlooked our 
sincere appreciation.

David and Maureen for the wonderful support in 
the preparation and follow-through of Pat’s farewell 
service.

Then to the many, many friends in our Norfolk 
Island community. Thank you.

In so many different ways, we have been enriched 
because Pat has been a part in all our lives.

We all wish you, dear Pat, a sweet and peaceful 
sleep.

Thank You
We would like to thank the Norfolk Island 

community for all your love and support you are 
amazing.

 These people we would like to acknowledge Janet, 
Bear and Bridgette Graham for looking after Ryan 
while Anona and I were stuck in Brisbane thank you 
so much. 

Robyn Nicholai in Brisbane for being so supportive 
daily, food, a place to stay, airport pickups and drop 
offs. 

Alison Christian for setting up the go fund me page 
and support. 

Sandra and Donald Trott on the Goldcoast for 
emotional support throughout for Anona. 

The Norfolk Island hospital staff for being there for 
us, organizing last minute flights and for helping to 
bring Anona home and keeping her comfortable. 

All Anona’s friends and family who have put their 
arms around us to help take the pain away.

 The Norfolk Island Central School staff and pupils 
for taking care of Ryan while Anona and I were away. 

Bruce and Avril Oldfield for looking after Seth in 
New Zealand and getting him to Norfolk. 

The RSL sub branch and all its patrons and staff. 
The boys from the shed. 
Tardy, Mal and the council boys.
 The pallbearers Darren Nicholai, Nathan Nicholai, 

Joshua Nicholai, Seth Buffett-Cooper, Mitchell 
Graham and Aaron Graham. 

Toni at Photopress, Robyn Butterfield for the 
flowers. Shane Quintal and David Buffett for the 
amazing graveside service. 

Keiron Lawler and Kevin Randall for getting the 
live stream around the world for friends and relatives 
to be a part of Anona’s farewell. 

To you the people of Norfolk Island, every one 
of you have been so kind and loving towards us, we 
know we live on the Bas side on earth.

Love from Ryan, Seth and Brett xxx

Anona Buffett-Cooper - continued
In the early 90’s she became a trainee cabin 

attendant for a fledging airline that was known as 
Norfolk Island Airlines.   When the airline failed to 
continue its operation Anona stayed on Norfolk for a 
few months working at the RSL, and eventually went 
back by invitation to her old job in Auckland. 

Not long after this It was her love of adventure that 
saw her go over to London to visit an old school friend 
and together they travelled the UK and Europe.  On the 
way home they stopped off for a tour of Egypt where 
she was able to compare a camel ride to that of a horse.  
It was a great experience, and fondly remembered.

All through her time of childhood into adulthood 
Anona developed a very busy and bubbly personality.  
There was never an uncomfortable silence when 
Anona was around.  She could always fill that in with 
funny story or two!   She never left anybody out on 
their own, and loved connecting family and friends. 

Anona became Mrs Buffet-Cooper in 2001, when 
she married Brett in a simple ceremony ‘barefoot in 
the sand’ in Fiji.   Their first child Seth, was born in 
2003.  

In 2006 Brett suffered a work-place injury, and was 
unable to continue the work he enjoyed.  Anona faced 
this problem head on and kept the family together with 
all her skills and determination.   Then came second 
son, Ryan, in 2009, and another set-back.  Ryan was 
born with a serious heart condition and underwent 
an operation at just 10 days old.   After this Anona 
became heavily involved in the Heart Kids Foundation 
and spent many of her leisure hours helping with fund-
raising, as well as taking part in all school functions.

A few years later, in 2015, Anona herself was 
a victim of a serious heart issue and was incredibly 
lucky to survive. 

In the years in between these tough times Anona 
and Brett took their young family on holidays or 
weekends away whenever possible.  They did a tour of 
the South Island in a motor-home,  had a trip away to 
the Gold Coast to do the tourist 
attractions, and did many other 
short trips around parts of the 
North Island whenever they 
could.   

Following a trip to Norfolk 
Island with young Seth in 2004, 
the family did regular visits 
with both boys to the Island 
to be amongst their Buffett 
cousins -- Coral, Colleen, and 
Alma and their families – all of 
whom made them feel so much 
at home.  Their wish to live on 
Norfolk became more intense 
and was now a priority.  They 
sold up in Auckland and made 
the final move to Norfolk in 
January, 2021.

Without a doubt the past two 
years have been the happiest 
years of Anona’s life and her 

family are so grateful to have come along for the ride 
in spite of this, a very sad chapter in the Book of Life.

Anona was always one of the most cheerful persons 
you could ever meet.  She always met people with a 
big beaming smile, and was always willing to help 
anybody out, in any circumstances, at any time.  She 
seemed to be a source of unlimited energy. 

 Anona is now sadly missed by all who have had the 
privilege of knowing her.  She will forever remain in 
the hearts and minds of her three boys who have been 
left behind.

Eileen Annette Richards - continued
Mum was a fearlessly independent person who did 

not ask for or accept help easily as some of you may 
recall. If the problem could be fixed with blu tac or put 
aside to be sorted for another day, that was Mum. One 
of her favourite sayings was “morla nor sa touch et!” 
She was easy to like but hard to get to know and once 
you did she was loyal and very kind. 

Mum, we are so proud to call you our Mum, Nanna, 
Nanny, Nanny Darling, Sister, Aunt, friend and we 
honour you today. With great sadness in our hearts we 
say farewell to you. In the days, months, and years 
ahead you will always be in our hearts, in our words 
and in our actions. 

Thank you for Eileen Richards
The family of Eileen would like to thank the many 

people for their love, support whilst Mum was unwell 
and following Mum’s passing. To the messages, phone 
calls, offers to help, and hugs of support has meant a 
great deal to the family.

Thank you so much to the following people:
• Gary, Lynne, Terry, and Duncan for offering 

your homes.
• Don Reynolds and Ralph Weslake for the loan of 

cars for Debra and Faye’s family. 
• Our Aunts and family who showed us love and 

support.
• David Fell for leading the service and supporting 

us to create and deliver our farewell to Mum.
• Jodie Williams for guiding another family 

through the process of celebrating our Mum’s 
life and for designing the service booklet. Also 
for providing the recording of Richard Bataille 
and songs to add depth to honouring our Mum. 
We appreciate your kindness and offer to assist 
us even though you have given up this role.

• The family and friends who made wreathes and 
for Aunty Robin for the beautiful centre piece.

• Shane and the grave-diggers for continuing the 
long held tradition of creating the resting place 
for Mum and for your hard work in the heat of 
the day

• Tardy for driving Mum and making sure it all 
went on schedule

• Alec, Roy, Allan, Ponna, Wiggy, Pendo, Gae, 
Phil McDowell and Peter Randall for playing at 
All Saints Church during the service. It was so 
lovely to hear your playing. Mum would be sa 
love et

• Those who helped make All Saints Church look 
lovely

• Tiana, Mitchell, Will, Liam for handing out the 
service booklets

• Milton Bradley and the Lions Club for the sound 
system

• Bumboras Uke Band for playing at the graveside 
service – yorlye sound so gude

• Don Reynolds and band for singing of John 
Adams’ prayer.

• Wesley James Quintal for leading the Pitcairn 
Anthem

• Gary Summerscales for videoing the service.
• Norfolk Island Golf Club members and workers 

for use of the Golf Club and those sullen who 
provided plenty of food for the wake

• Vince Reeves for making the cross on behalf of 
the Lions Club.

You all contributed to making Mum’s funeral so 
special and from the bottom of our hearts, thanks 
fu ucklun. Also to those sullen who we may have 
inadvertently missed off the list, thank you for your 
help and support.
 

‘Ken and Cassie Christian, welcomed into the world 
their 3rd child on The 5th of January,

A Little baby Brother to Rosie and Jimmy.
Forrest Andrew Christian- weighing 3.680 kg
We would like to Thank all our wonderful families 

and friends for all your love and support.
We especially would like to thank Gumsy/Mum/

Rosemary for being off the Island away from home, 
for 6 weeks with us, for all your help and support 
waiting for the arrival of Forrest.

We are happy to get back to “ de baas side orn 
earth” again.’

Wide selection of new books for all ages!
 Fiction • Non- fiction • Lifestyle 
Manga • Teen and early readers

A huge range of
 beautiful children’s picture books. 

Children’s storytime under the trees resumes 
when school returns, 10am every Saturday.

Shop 2, 7 New Cascade Rd.
Phone: 53383.

Public Enemy Number One? 
“For most of his working life, controversial 

Australian journalist Wilfred Burchett chose to report 
wars of the 20th century from ‘the other side’. For this 
he paid a big price.

Many in his native Australia labelled him a traitor. 
Some would have gladly seen him hung for treason.

Burchett was the first western journalist to make it 
to Hiroshima three weeks after the world’s first atom 
bomb was dropped. “I Write this as a Warning to the 
Word”. So began Burchett’s biggest scoop of World 
War II as he sat typing out the story in the rubble of 
that shattered city. 

Burchett had an uncanny skill for smelling out 
the real story and broke with 
conventional western media 
perceptions of ‘goodies’ and 
‘baddies’ in Third World 
independence struggles. 

His long-standing friendship 
with Ho Chi Minh, the leader of 
North Vietnam in its struggles 
against the French and the 
Americans enabled Wilfred to 
live among the Vietcong during 
the Vietnam war. He wore the 
black pyjamas as he  bicycled 
around the country reporting 
and dodging the giant US B52 
bombing raids. 

Burchett always justified his 
reporting from the unpopular 
side by saying he was  ‘first 
and foremost a citizen of the 
world’. Sentiments  still run high 
against Burchett in Australia, so 

much so, despite Public Enemy Number One winning 
many overseas festival prizes, the film has never been 
screened on Australian television. 

Filmmaker David Bradbury will present his film 
and answer questions afterwards next Saturday 
night (17th) at Ferny Lane theatre, 7.30pm. 
Admission$15.

POSITIONS VACANT

GOVERNORS LODGE are seeking a CASUAL 
DISH HAND to work Monday & Tuesday nights with 
the possibility of more hours. Please call 24400 or 
email catering@governorslodge.com to apply.

Contact Joel on 51124Contact Nathan on 51124

3  December 1970  -  4  December 2022

In Loving Memory
of

Anona Buffett-Cooper

Then shall the king say unto them on His right hand:

Come ye blessed of my father,
Inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world.
For I was hunger’d and ye gave me meat,
I was thirsty and ye gave me drink,
I was a stranger and ye took me in
Naked and ye clothed me,
I was sick and ye visited me,
I was in prison and ye came unto me;
In a much as ye have done it unto one,
of the least of these my breathren
Ye have done it unto Me,
Ye have done it unto Me.
 

Pitcairn Anthem

A heartfelt thank you from the Family for all the love and support

OP SHOP
CLOSING FOR ANNUAL HOLIDAYS

First day trading:   
Monday: 16th January   2023

The OP SHOP (Uniting Church Complex) 
will not be open during these dates.

Thank you Norfolk Island residents and 
overseas visitors who support this little 

Opportunity Shop.
Thank you for the amazing amount of donations 

we receive from you.
The year was very busy, and this enabled us 
to support other Charities as well as our local 

Church.
OP SHOP Volunteers and Management wish 

everyone Season’s Greetings and a Joyful time 
with family and friends.


