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Mike Zande 

Michael Angelo Zande (Mike), our dad and friend 
was born in Rosewood just outside Ipswich west 
of Brisbane on either 10 February 1939 or the 
day before 9 February, depending on which birth 
records you choose to believe. The third son to 
very poor Italian immigrants, Michele Acango and 
Angelina Zande (nee Sbeghan), dad’s original birth 
name was actually Lido Acango, and the surname 

was originally Zandegiacomo Delamorte. Dad 
explained that as a young man, he changed his 
given names via deed poll to Michael Angelo out 
of respect for his father, and that the surname had 
been shortened - Australianised to “Zandeeee” so 
as to assist the whole family to blend in with the 
local Ausie community. As typical italian wogs, they 
stuffed up the pronunciation of the “e” at the end 
of Zande to make it phonetic when it should have 
been silent , but in doing so, in my view, created a 
very cool legacy which guarantees the name will 
always instantly be tied back to its italian heritage. 
We have to, in order to explain the stupid miss-
pronunciation of our name to any one we meet, for 
the first time !

One of four siblings, sadly dad’s older brothers 
Rick and Leo have already passed many years ago, 
but he is survived by his sister Mara who today lives 
on the Qld Sunshine Coast.

Dad went to local catholic schools via Rosewood 
and Ipswich and even served for a time as an alter 
boy. On finishing school, he initially took up work as 
an underground coal miner alongside his own father 
and uncles, operating in the mines then existent
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NORFOLK ISLAND NATIONAL PARK 
DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT 

Tenders are invited for the purchase of the following items:

1. Tyres in the following sizes, all near new or brand new:  265/65 R17 x 10;  225/70 
R17 x 8;  LT 235/75 R16 x 2;  LT 225/70 R 17 x 8. 

2. Soil sieve/shaker 240 volt electric motor

3. slasher 1800 x 1800 mm Galvanised – tractor mounted PTO drive recommended

Both mechanical units are as is, and for pick-up only (no delivery).  No warranty is given or 
implied in relation to any of the above items.

Inspections are by prior arrangement.  To arrange an inspection of the items, phone Norfolk 
Island Parks office, telephone 22695.

Tenders must specify the amount tendered and be enclosed in a plain envelope with the 
words “Surplus Equipment Tender” printed on the outside and placed in the tender box at the 
Norfolk Island National Park office or by email to norfolkislandnationalpark@dcceew.gov.au. 
Tenders close on Monday 25 August 2025.

Zoe Knapp
Manager
Norfolk Island National Park

OFFICIA
L

�

NORFOLK ISLAND NATIONAL PARK 
DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT 

Tenders are invited for the purchase of the following items:

1. Tyres in the following sizes, all near new or brand new:  265/65 R17 x 10;  225/70 
R17 x 8;  LT 235/75 R16 x 2;  LT 225/70 R 17 x 8. 

2. Soil sieve/shaker 240 volt electric motor

3. slasher 1800 x 1800 mm Galvanised – tractor mounted PTO drive recommended

Both mechanical units are as is, and for pick-up only (no delivery).  No warranty is given or 
implied in relation to any of the above items.

Inspections are by prior arrangement.  To arrange an inspection of the items, phone Norfolk 
Island Parks office, telephone 22695.

Tenders must specify the amount tendered and be enclosed in a plain envelope with the 
words “Surplus Equipment Tender” printed on the outside and placed in the tender box at the 
Norfolk Island National Park office or by email to norfolkislandnationalpark@dcceew.gov.au. 
Tenders close on Monday 25 August 2025.

Zoe Knapp
Manager
Norfolk Island National Park



Mike Zande - continued 
 near Ipswich. He was an incredibly fit man, an 
avid sportsman and well up to the rigours of hard 
physical labour, but it was the dream of being able 
to wear a suit and tie that gave the inspiration 
for him to apply for an article clerkship (basically 
a lawyer apprentice) and eventually gain the 
qualifications through what was then the solicitor’s 
board to practice as a Solicitor which he achieved 
at around the age of 26. Although employment in 
established law firms was an option, dad took the 
decision to set up his own practice in Brisbane’s 
fortitude valley. A bold move considering at that 
time, he had no clients, nor contacts nor even an 
actual office from which to operate. Since he didn’t 
have any work, he thought the first thing he should 
do was go around all of the existing law firms in 
the area to announce himself as the new kid on the 
block which is when he met Mr N. D Weldon, who 
said he had some floor space to spare and from 
that, dad went straight into partnership. And never 
looked back.

Around 1987, dad made the decision to move 
to live and work here on Norfolk Island, a place 
that he had already grown to love. And from here 
he continued practicing as a lawyer for the island 
community for another 38 years, astoundingly, only 
deciding to give up practice in February this year 
at age 86 and marking a staggering 61 years of 
service to the legal industry. According to the

Qld law society records, there is presently 16,061 
lawyers practicing in Qld today but of that number, 
dad stands with only 6 other lawyers who have 
been practicing for more than 60 years. Quite an 
extraordinary feat and a true testament to the depts 
of his Italian work ethic.

Apart from the love he obviously bore for his 
own Mother and Sister, Dad loved two women 
during his life. His first wife Leslie with whom he 
had four children, Angela, myself Michael, my sister 
Rowena, also with us here today, and, our brother 
John who these days lives in Brazil. I should add 
that in addition to myself and Rowena, my lovely 
wonderful wife Jenny and Rowena’s lovely and 

wonderful Husband Wayne have also made the trip 
to Norfolk to be with us today.

Dad’s second love was a lady very well known 
and loved by your own Island community, Trish 
Magri, and it is a true blessing that all of her Children 
David, Chris, Susan and Greg together with too 
many grandchildren for me to name, are also all 
with us here today. I say “blessing” because of the 
deep love, devotion and admiration I know dad had 
for this his Norfolk family. Although obviously there 
was no biological connection, to him it was a bond 
as strong and as natural as any family relationship 
could be.

As for his feelings for the broader Norfolk 
community, I believe I can put it quite succinctly 
by saying, this was his home. For him. Norfolk was 
a very special place of serenity and calm and he 
gave all he could to contribute to its prosperity and 
tranquillity. From the many, many statements of 
condolences and respect my family has received, 
I am quite sure dad would be deeply touched by 
the thought that his efforts both in his day job as a 
solicitor, and as a member of your community did 
help, perhaps, in some small way, to continue to 
make Norfolk a truly wonderful place to live.

At the suggestion of Joddie Williams I’ve been 
asked to share a quote which was read out at dad’s 
funeral service in Brisbane on 3 July. – it is written 
by the Author A. A, Milne as words spoken by the 
famous character Christopher Robin to his long 
time confidant and co- adventure-er Winnie the 
pooh –

“If there’s ever a tomorrow when we’re not 
together, You should remember: You’re braver 

than you believe, and stronger than you seem, and 
smarter than you think.

But the most important thing is, even if we’re 
apart, I’ll always be with you.”

Christopher Robin to Winnie the Pooh, A,A, Milne
to my knowledge, dad never expressly spoke 

those words but he lived a life very true to them.

 

   www.norfolkforwarding.com   operations@norfolkforwarding.com    Phone:  57000 or 0427 776 790 

FREIGHT FORWARDER - SEA and Air 

‘Globally Connected, 
Locally Invested’ 

• Airfreighter consignments 
• Vehicles 
• Plant and Machinery 
• Personal Effects 
• Large Scale Project Freight 
• General and DG goods 

Vessel: 
MV Norfolk 

Two monthly 
service from 
each Port 

Booking Details: ETA Norfolk 

V503W Auckland  6 August 

V504E Brisbane Please contact us for 
Information and 

Bookings 

27 August 

V504W Auckland  2 October 

Contact us to discuss your freight requirements 
by AIR or SEA to and from Norfolk Island - 

We look after your goods as if they were our own ! 


