Vale
Mervyn Walter Charles Buffett

17th February 1939 - 12th July 2025

Mervyn Walter Charles Buffett was born on Norfolk
Island on 17th February, 1939 to Frederick Stanley and
Alice Clarice Buffett but he was only ever registered
as Mervyn Buffett. He had 3 older siblings, Goldie,
Jean and Norris.

He did all his schooling at Middlegate — now called
NICS, and it was there that he realized that they spoke
a different language, as up until he went to school, he
only ever spoke Norfolk. It is in his honour that this
service was delivered in his beloved Norf’k language.
He was awarded dar Queen Victoria Scholarship
twice, once as in his junior years and again as one
senior student.

After dunen school, Merv leawe Norf’k and he work
for Grace Bros in Sydney maken a Venetian Blinds.

He soon come back to Norf’k, and in April 1958,
he married Josephine (Josie) Christian and togadda
dem had 4 lettle sullen, Jeannette, Allen, Ian and Neil.
Sadly, een May 1968, Josie passed away, 1994 Neil
passed away, 2008 Allen passed away, and then in
2023 his daughter in law Sheree - Pip passed away.

In 1975, Merv marry Yvonne Herman, dem 2 do
plenty thing togadda, an one of the highlight of dems
2’s life dem two go to Pitcairn orn a Pilgrimage in
1984, he always bin wunta go dere, and he go again
few years later.

Sadly, he go orn fu experience more sadness, when
after a lorng illness, Yvonne passed away in 2004.

Merv bin use musta de cattle lorng fu Bubby and
plenty others orn a horseback, he bin use a slaughter
and work lorng side Bubby and Plute in dems butcher
shop.

Now from horseback to Honda and Daihatsu. Dem
2 orta be sa giwe dems trucks fu Merv trial et and putt
et through de ringer fu iron out any weaknesses so
dem ell upgrade et, trubble es dems upgrade gwen end
simmes one army tank. He bin usa use dem truck fu
musta de cattle in a side he gut no bessness fu be, and
when de chase was orn, man look out, was always at
top speed in fuss gear and de same gwen backwards
winen hell outta dem gear ena ent dem brake de thing
stop hem, es one fance, ulla one bush ulla one cattle.
Poor Tippa his dorg orn a back flingen all about.
All uwa bin usea bag nort fu go in ar truck lorng fu
hem, cause he too fraidy. Dem truck bin es bulldozer
pushen outta baeka stuff, tracta draggen a lorg and a
low loader carten a heawy thing. Every ding orn em
truck was one agricultural modification.

Merv bin ell nutty de cattle, en I sure plenti ucklun
ya bin gut Merv whatchen dem, tryen fu nutty de cattle
en afta bout 8 goes, you gwen ya his voice from behine
tullen “ya gimmee”, en sure enuff, boom, he get et fuss
go every time.

He bin usa work for OTC deliveren a telegrams gen
a sullen orn one motor bike. When OTC evolve into
ANZCAN and sheff out Anson Bay, Mervyn move out
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Mervyn Walter Charles Buffet- continued

lorng fu dem and work dere as maintenance man,
and he plunt a vegie garden and a trees. He bin usa
play de pranks orn dem workers wives out dere, as
dem was city sullen. One of dem thing was for putt
one goose aig under one young sitting duck and dar
poor wives sorry fu dar poor duck hatta a lay such one
big aig. When she realize Mervyn sa prank her, dem
apple soon ripen as plenti time when he go fu pick up
his own aig at hoem, he fine em aig sa already boil et.

Merv also worked as a barman, carpentar’s labourer,
surveyors chain man, ground crew for dar DC4, down
ar whaling station, filleting a fish, picken a palm seed
lorng for Arthur and Owen. He was one of de last
farmers fe export a dwarf bean seed orf Norf’k fu dem
commercial market gardners in Australia.

He loved his garden and lewen orf his land, and he
halp any young sullen dat show a passion fu farming
and was happy for pars orn dems knowledge to dem.

He luwe a fishen en halpen em fisherman lorng fe
dems ketch.

He was a part of dar volunteer Rescue Squad fe
many years.

He luwe a sports, he play fe de greens he play
cricket,tennis basketball Jess fe name a few.

He had a vast list of accomplishments such as being
involved in the rabbit eradication out Phillip Island,
the preservation and growing of native plants along
with grafting and marcotting of fruit trees focusing
mainly orn em old varieties.

He was on the 1 Norfolk Island Language
Commission for 2 years.

In 2008 Merv meet Clare and dem two had plenty
projects together.

As Norfolk gut de healthiest bees orn de planet dem
two try hard unsuccessfully fe hawe Norfolk listed as
one bee sanctuary.

Togadda dem was instrumental in setting up
Norfolks sentinel hives in a effort fe try and keep
Norfolk bees disease free.

He sa write a book about gardening which he called
“ Home Grown”,

and also published his “History in Rhymes” in 2
books, one in English and one in Norfolk with great
help and support from Clare and Jodie.

Dems last great quest together was fe initiate the
return of the Pitcairn’s register to the community of
Norfolk Island, dar register es one record of all owus

kumfrom en es currently held in the Royal Museum in
Greenwich.

Merv passed away Saturday,12th July in his home
at Steels Point .

He leaves behind Clare, Jeanette,Jan and Sheryl,
his grandchildren Shanelle, Trent, Kyran, Curtis and
Lenny, great grandchildren Juanita, Hunter, Ely, Mila,
Bowen and Rhodes.

He was one true warrior fe awus Environment, awus
Norfolk language awus Culture and awus Sovereignty.

En from one personal note from Matt Bigg.

I think de bass way we el honour Merv’s legacy
es Jess keep plunten a wettle in a fance, lew orf de
land much as we el, plunta fruit tree, plunt a natives
en plunt,a flower fe dem bee cos dars thing he would
wunt awa do !

Merv, thank you fu ucklun en thank you fu wuthen
you bin do fu Norfolk, en brudda rest een peace !

Thank You

Thankyou Dr Peter and Nicole Hopcroft, Dr John
Cunningham, Kaye Evans, the NIHRACS nurses,
Pathology and xray staff, Tanya Randall, Scott
and Claudine, Norfolk Island Pharmacy, Sexton
Shane Quintal, the grave diggers, the pallbearers,
wreathmakers, Jan Nobbs and Ngaire, Chelsea,
Alana, Lyn, Karlene, Tane, Sandy, Trish, Cherie,
Glynn, Brian, Arthur, Leeanne, Jacinta, Rawson, John
Christian-Bailey, Kieran and Kevin, Matt Bigg, Tim
Sheridan, Trent Christian, Jodie and Toni.

To Michael Nobbs, Val and Phil Page, Bev, Steven
and Kylie, Trent and Sam, Lenny for making the trip
over for Merv’s farewell, thankyou.

To all those who prayed, visited, phoned sent
messages and thought about us along with providing
food and trucks, love and care to Merv, we say
thankyou, the list is enormous.

Merv, Pa, Dad would be sa feel goode.
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