
Vale
Joan Marion Blucher

19th September 1932 - 8th October 2025
Joan Marion Blucher (née Davis) was born on 

19 September 1932 in Sydney at Crown Street 
Women’s Hospital, she was the eldest daughter of 
Harry and Eileen Davis, known to her as Mumma 
and Dadda.

Mum grew up in a lively, loving family environment 
in Redfern, surrounded by relatives and a close-knit 
community. Throughout her life, Mum cherished 
family traditions, simple joys, and the values 
instilled by her parents and grandmother.

Her favourite holiday as a child was Christmas, 
which isn’t surprising, besides the family good 
times and laughter at Christmas, with Pop (her Dad) 
doing ‘lucky dip’ presents beforehand, we’re sure 
the significance for Mum would also have been a 
religious one.  Mum had a strong faith in her God; 
this faith gave her much strength throughout her 
years. 

Mum loved music, she loved to play the piano, 
at 11 years of age she sat for the Éistedford ’ at 
the conservatorium of music in Sydney, very 
proud of herself, she passed!  Plus, she finished 
school with impressive grades. She loved to sew; 
her profession was a dressmaker, working for 
Madam Pellier’s and later at Gerrecks ladies frock 
shop at Kings Cross. After Mum was married, 
her profession became a dedicated mother and 
home maker for the family.  She was very active 
in the Church on Norfolk, teaching Sunday School, 
Scripture out at the Chapel, and sang in the Choir. 
Mum was a creative person; she loved to draw and 
paint…. and crochet, she was the crochet queen 
with the kids at Norfolk Island Central School, and 
she made countless crochet blankies for all of us, 
even our pets!

Linda bought Mum a little book that asked 
specific questions of her life.  She wrote of her 
aspirations in life.  In her words, ‘I had no visions 
of what I wanted to be when I grew up. We just 
seemed to enjoy being a child, played games as 
nurses and mothers. In my early teens I had a pen 
pal in England, all I wanted to do was travel.  At 15, 
Dad said I could travel when I was 21 yrs and 
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Media Release
Documents On Public Exhibition

This is your chance to have your say on 
the following Council documents. To view the 
documents on public exhibition, please visit 
‘Documents on Public Exhibition’ found in the 
‘Council Documents’ section, under ‘Your Council’ 
tab. Hard copies are also available for viewing at 
Customer Care.

To make a public submission on the below 
documents, please follow the instructions on the 
‘Documents for Public Exhibition’ page on Council’s 
website and provide feedback before 4:00pm on 
the submission closing date shown in the tables 
below.

Please email or call Customer Care on 
customercare@nirc.gov.nf or free call 0100 for any 
enquiries. 

Documents resolved by Council to be on Public 
Exhibition

\* The Public Exhibition period for the Draft Code 
of Meeting Practice has been extended from 11 
December 2025 to now close on 23 January 2026.
https://www.nirc.gov.au/Your-council/Council- 
documents/Public-Exhibition
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MEDIA RELEASE 

December 22, 2025 

 
CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST:  

STRATEGIC FINANCE IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE 
 

Norfolk Island Regional Council (‘NIRC’, ‘Council’) is seeking expressions of interest from suitably 
qualified/experienced candidates for five (5) voluntary Committee Member roles on the newly 
constituted Strategic Finance Improvement Committee (‘SFIC’, ‘Committee’). 

The SFIC is an opportunity to have a role in addressing the financial issues facing Council and the 
community.  

The Committee will be comprised of Council’s Lead Administrator, Financial Administrator, Acting 
General Manager and five (5) community Committee Members. The SFIC will meet once per month 
and the Committee will run for the period of Council’s administration. It is anticipated that the first 
meeting of the Committee will be held in late-January 2026. 

More detailed information on the role, responsibilities, selection criteria, and how to apply are 
available in the Expression of Interest and the SFIC Terms of Reference documents located on the 
Council Advisory Committee page: https://www.nirc.gov.au/Your-council/Council-Advisory-
Committees. 

Please submit responses to the selection criteria along with your name, address, email address and 
phone number via email to Acting General Manager Scott Hackey, governanceandrisk@nirc.gov.nf no 
later than 31 December 2025. 

 

ENDS 
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December 22, 2025 
 

DOCUMENTS ON PUBLIC EXHIBITION 
 
This is your chance to have your say on the following Council documents. To view the documents on 
public exhibition, please visit ‘Documents on Public Exhibition’ found in the ‘Council Documents’ 
section, under ‘Your Council’ tab. Hard copies are also available for viewing at Customer Care.  
 
To make a public submission on the below documents, please follow the instructions on the 
‘Documents for Public Exhibition’ page on Council’s website and provide feedback before 4:00pm on 
the submission closing date shown in the tables below.  
Please email or call Customer Care on customercare@nirc.gov.nf or free call 0100 for any enquiries. 
 

Documents resolved by Council to be on Public Exhibition 
Document Name Council Meeting date that 

resolved Public Exhibition 
Public submission 
closing date 

Relocation and Rent Policy 
(General Manager) 

27 November 2025 27 December 2025 

Draft Code of Meeting Practice * 29 October 2025 23 January 2025 

 
* The Public Exhibition period for the Draft Code of Meeting Practice has been extended from 11 
December 2025 to now close on 23 January 2026.https://www.nirc.gov.au/Your-council/Council-
documents/Public-Exhibition  

CALLING AN AMBULANCE
 
When confronted by a sudden accident or illness and you want help.
The quickest way to get help:

• Ring for the Ambulance, 22091  or 000
• Give the exact location, landmarks etc.
• Speak slowly and clearly.
• Give your name and the phone number you are ringing from.
• Give the number of casualities [if a multi person accident]
• Give the name of the patient if known [this is important on Norfolk as the 

hospital will have records of that person]
• State if any other emergency service is required eg. Police, Cliff rescue etc.
• Do NOT hang up till the hospital hangs up, they may have other questions 

they would like to ask.
 

Telephone

22091 or 000
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St. John Ambulance, Australia
Norfolk Island Division

Mental Wellbeing
On these hot and bothering nights, it can be 

important to stock of our own mental wellbeing. Not 
all serious health concerns revolve around broken 
bones, missing limbs, and obvious symptoms. Our 
mental wellbeing, that of you and I, is as important as 
any blood pressure check or racing heartbeat. I know 
I make sure I take time out (quite often) to ask myself 
how I’m going and to make sure I’ve two feet flat on 
the floor. I’ve taken the below from Beyond Blue, 
their website is linked below. Locally help is available 
from NIHRACS on 22091, or in an emergency, dial 
000 (triple zero). Lifeline provides all Australians 
experiencing a personal crisis with access to online, 
phone crisis supports and suicide prevention services.                     
Call 13 11 14 or visit www.lifeline.org.au to chat 
online to a counsellor, these services are provided free 
of charge.

The Benefits of Staying Well
Research shows that high levels of mental health 

are associated with increased learning, creativity and 
productivity, more pro-social behaviour and positive 
social relationships, and with improved physical 
health and life expectancy. In contrast, mental health 
conditions can cause distress, impact on day-to-day 
functioning and relationships, and are associated with 
poor physical health and premature death from suicide.

It is important to remember that mental health is 
complex. The fact that someone is not experiencing a 
mental health condition doesn’t necessarily mean their 
mental health is flourishing. Likewise, it’s possible 
to be diagnosed with a mental health condition while 
feeling well in many aspects of life. 

Ultimately, mental health is about being cognitively, 
emotionally, and socially healthy in the way we think, 
feel, and develop relationships.

https://www.beyondblue.org.au/the-facts/what-is-
mental-health 

Let’s all take a moment, think about life and those 
around us. Being the silly season, the easiest thing all 
of us can do it “Think before you drink”. 

Life has so many obstacles, being sensible around 
the drink, and on our roads, can help keep you, and 
those around you, safe this New Year. 

Happy 2024.
Become a Volunteer

If you are interested in becoming a St John volunteer 
or, for more information about first aid classes, please 
email norfolk.island@stjohnnsw.com.au or james.
garden@stjohnnsw.com.au

Lawn Mowing • Painting
Minor Repairs

Window Washing
Curtain Shortening



Joan Marion Blucher - continued
could probably work my passage to England on 
a ship, that then, used to be my dream. I didn’t 
go out much just saved money. Went to my first 
dance at 18 yrs of age met Bill. He finally became 
my first boyfriend, then we married, when I was 21. 
Travel to NI was my 1st trip in 1954. In the 70’s 
we began to travel, New Caledonia, New Zealand, 
Tasmania, but , in 1981 my travel dreams start, we 
did a 3 months trip around the world. Then after 
the divorce in 1991, I started doing my own travel. 
I visited places I never dreamt I’d get to as a child. 
Thank you God.’ 

She was deeply grateful for these experiences
Mum and Dad married in 1954, then they began 

their family. Paul (me) being the eldest, followed by 
Greig, Glenn, Linda and Janelle. Mum wrote, that 
the best advice she could pass along about being 
a Mum was ‘to be there for them at all times. Let 
them know they are loved, be accepting of their 
friends. I think the most important of all is Love. 
Show them, and their families, Love.

Mum and Dad built their first home at Loftus, 
in Sydney, about 11 years after they married, we 
were only there for a few years, when Dad had an 
opportunity to move back home to Norfolk Island. 
The family relocated in 1970. At first, Mum didn’t 
know what struck her, coming from a city to an 
island – culture shock!  But, she embraced Norfolk 
as her home, and Norfolk embraced her. 

Mum loved spending time with her family, she 
used to love playing cards and board games with us, 
heading out Anson Bay to watch to the sunset, the 
house was always full of friends, she enjoyed every 
moment with us, no matter what we did. She was 
renowned for her thong throwing skills, whenever 
we misbehaved, a thong would be thrown through 
the air towards us, then she would make you pick it 
up and bring it back.

We had a great childhood; Mum was the best 
Mum ever – dedicated to her family. We all left 
Norfolk as we finished up at Norfolk Island Central 
School, one of the hardest things Mum said she 
had to bear, was saying goodbye to us all at 
the airport as we left to move on with our lives. 
Following this, all of us returned home to bring up 
our children on Norfolk - Mum’s life then flourished 
with grandchildren. She was the best Gran ever, 
she was so prominent in their lives, and they all 
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love her dearly for this. And then came the Great 
Grandchildren, she said, she always felt truly 
blessed. 

Mum felt the need for change, new experiences 
in life. She decided it was time to leave Norfolk, 
after much deliberation her decision was made. 
Approximately 25 years ago, she moved to the 
Sunshine Coast, enjoying life in the over 55’s 
retirement resort in Sippy Downs, she had a 3 
bedroom house up there so we could all come 
and visit.  She made many friends and enjoyed 
this new phase of her life for approximately 22 
years, then the time came for additional care for 
Mum, so her next home became the Woolgoolga 
Aged Care home, where she was very happy and 
enjoyed making new friends with residents and 
staff. This move bought her closer to family, where 
she enjoyed many outings and visits.

We love you Mum / Gran – we are the ones that 
are truly blessed.

The details for Joan’s internment will be 
announced at a later date

MEETINGS AND AGMS

The annual general meeting of the Royal 
Norfolk Island Agricultural and Horticultural 
Society will be held on  Monday 2 February 2026 
in the A 7& H Hall commencing at 5pm. 

 All welcome.

CARPET CLEANING MACHINE AVAILABLE FOR HIRE


