Vale
Joan Marion Blucher

19th September 1932 - 8th October 2025
Joan Marion Blucher (née Davis) was born on
19 September 1932 in Sydney at Crown Street
Women’s Hospital, she was the eldest daughter of
Harry and Eileen Davis, known to her as Mumma
and Dadda.

Mum grew up in a lively, loving family environment
in Redfern, surrounded by relatives and a close-knit
community. Throughout her life, Mum cherished
family traditions, simple joys, and the values
instilled by her parents and grandmother.

Her favourite holiday as a child was Christmas,
which isn’t surprising, besides the family good
times and laughter at Christmas, with Pop (her Dad)
doing ‘lucky dip’ presents beforehand, we’re sure
the significance for Mum would also have been a
religious one. Mum had a strong faith in her God;
this faith gave her much strength throughout her
years.

Mum loved music, she loved to play the piano,
at 11 years of age she sat for the Eistedford ’ at
the conservatorium of music in Sydney, very
proud of herself, she passed! Plus, she finished
school with impressive grades. She loved to sew;
her profession was a dressmaker, working for
Madam Pellier's and later at Gerrecks ladies frock
shop at Kings Cross. After Mum was married,
her profession became a dedicated mother and
home maker for the family. She was very active
in the Church on Norfolk, teaching Sunday School,
Scripture out at the Chapel, and sang in the Choir.
Mum was a creative person; she loved to draw and
paint.... and crochet, she was the crochet queen
with the kids at Norfolk Island Central School, and
she made countless crochet blankies for all of us,
even our pets!

Linda bought Mum a little book that asked
specific questions of her life. She wrote of her
aspirations in life. In her words, ‘I had no visions
of what | wanted to be when | grew up. We just
seemed to enjoy being a child, played games as
nurses and mothers. In my early teens | had a pen
pal in England, all | wanted to do was travel. At 15,
Dad said | could travel when | was 21 yrs and
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Joan Marion Blucher - continued

could probably work my passage to England on
a ship, that then, used to be my dream. | didn’t
go out much just saved money. Went to my first
dance at 18 yrs of age met Bill. He finally became
my first boyfriend, then we married, when | was 21.
Travel to NI was my 1st trip in 1954. In the 70’s
we began to travel, New Caledonia, New Zealand,
Tasmania, but , in 1981 my travel dreams start, we
did a 3 months trip around the world. Then after
the divorce in 1991, | started doing my own travel.
| visited places | never dreamt I'd get to as a child.
Thank you God.’

She was deeply grateful for these experiences

Mum and Dad married in 1954, then they began
their family. Paul (me) being the eldest, followed by
Greig, Glenn, Linda and Janelle. Mum wrote, that
the best advice she could pass along about being
a Mum was ‘to be there for them at all times. Let
them know they are loved, be accepting of their
friends. | think the most important of all is Love.
Show them, and their families, Love.

Mum and Dad built their first home at Loftus,
in Sydney, about 11 years after they married, we
were only there for a few years, when Dad had an
opportunity to move back home to Norfolk Island.
The family relocated in 1970. At first, Mum didn’t
know what struck her, coming from a city to an
island — culture shock! But, she embraced Norfolk
as her home, and Norfolk embraced her.

Mum loved spending time with her family, she
used to love playing cards and board games with us,
heading out Anson Bay to watch to the sunset, the
house was always full of friends, she enjoyed every
moment with us, no matter what we did. She was
renowned for her thong throwing skills, whenever
we misbehaved, a thong would be thrown through
the air towards us, then she would make you pick it
up and bring it back.

We had a great childhood; Mum was the best
Mum ever — dedicated to her family. We all left
Norfolk as we finished up at Norfolk Island Central
School, one of the hardest things Mum said she
had to bear, was saying goodbye to us all at
the airport as we left to move on with our lives.
Following this, all of us returned home to bring up
our children on Norfolk - Mum'’s life then flourished
with grandchildren. She was the best Gran ever,
she was so prominent in their lives, and they all

love her dearly for this. And then came the Great
Grandchildren, she said, she always felt truly
blessed.

Mum felt the need for change, new experiences
in life. She decided it was time to leave Norfolk,
after much deliberation her decision was made.
Approximately 25 years ago, she moved to the
Sunshine Coast, enjoying life in the over 55’s
retirement resort in Sippy Downs, she had a 3
bedroom house up there so we could all come
and visit. She made many friends and enjoyed
this new phase of her life for approximately 22
years, then the time came for additional care for
Mum, so her next home became the Woolgoolga
Aged Care home, where she was very happy and
enjoyed making new friends with residents and
staff. This move bought her closer to family, where
she enjoyed many outings and visits.

We love you Mum / Gran — we are the ones that
are truly blessed.

The details for Joan’s internment will be
announced at a later date

MEETINGS AND AGMS

The annual general meeting of the Royal
Norfolk Island Agricultural and Horticultural
Society will be held on Monday 2 February 2026
in the A 7& H Hall commencing at 5pm.

All welcome.
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allstarpainting@ninet.nf

PowerWashing
Interior & Exterior Painting
Wallpaper Hanging or Removal
-4 Roofs
Spray Finishes

Ph: 55588

Licensed Painter &
Licensed Asbestos

s Free Quotes

CARPET CLEANING MACHINE AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Milt’s
Made to Measure for Your Blinds

Made in Roller, Vertical, Venetian, Mystique, Roman, Wooden, Cafe & Pulldown
Single & Double Rollers, in Sunscreen, Block-out & Light filtering fabrics

Qualified Locksmith

for all new installations & servicing
of all types of locks

For any enquiries and quotes please ring Milt

P : 54666 - E : mjbradley@ni.net.nf




