
Cheryl Tennis Club News And 
Information

VIDE Cup 2024 Round 1 – Steeles Point And 
Casacade Draw For Highest Points 

The Vide Cup is the oldest tennis tournament in 
Norfolk Island, played since 1901 between different 
tennis clubs on the Island back in the day - I understand 
the original Clubs were Torie Glen, Waveney, 
Longrigde and Methodist. 

The tournament has evolved but is essentially 

played in the same spirit and now held at Cheryl 
Tennis Club each year and contested between teams 
from Rocky Point Anson Bay,  Burnt Pine, Steeles 
Point, and Cascade, generally reflecting the location 
of the original old tennis clubs. This is a favourite 
event for many in Norfolk Island and the first of three 
rounds got underway last Sunday in warm but dry and 
sunny conditions. 

Forty players – 5 men and 5 women from each 
district playing mixed doubles - took the court and as 
always, it was a great afternoon of tennis. This event 
draws out players who, in addition to regular players,  
appear at Cheryl for three days in one to represent their 
district and those annual appearances contribute an 
unpredictable element to the event which adds to the 
enjoyment for all watching and playing. (Dem fullas 
nor seem fe age). 

It’s also great to see lots of spectators coming up 
to the Club to watch and support their district; great 
to see Julie South, long time tournament manager 
of Vide Cup and other tournaments at Cheryl, and 

The  Rotary  Club of  Norfolk  Island, with 
the agreement of the Airport Management  and  
Norfolk  Island  Tourism,  intend  to recommence  
a  complimentary “meet & greet” service for flight 
arrivals at  the Norfolk Island Airport.  This service 
will provide a “welcome home” to residents who have 
been off island,  and a “friendly welcome”  to  visitors  
to  the  island, while pointing them in the right direction 
to find either their hire car provider or accommodation 
transfer bus.

We are  looking for  community members  who 
are  willing to volunteer  to go on a roster to provide 
this service.   We estimate time requirement  for  each  
flight  arrival will  be approximately 1 hour.   Whether  
you  are able to  volunteer to cover a “meet & greet” 
for 1 flight per week, 1 flight per fortnight  or 1 flight  
per  month, we would like to hear from you.

In  the  first  instance,  please  contact  Jasmine  
Kiernan,  Rotary  Club of Norfolk Island, Secretary.  
Phone 53484.

Pacific Explorer visiting next week
On Wednesday 28 June 2023 at around 8.00am we 

welcome the Pacific Explorer, affectionately known 
as Dora the Explorer, to our shores.  She is part of 
the P & O cruise line brand owned by the Carnival 
Corporation. 

At a length of 261m and beam of 32m she carries up 
to 2000 passengers and 925 crew. 

This cruise will depart Cairns and will then carry on 
to Auckland, this cruise is a 6 night classic short break.

Also, July sees the Pacific Encounter visit Norfolk 
Island on Tuesday 18th cruising from Brisbane to 
Nukualofa, and the Pacific Explorer on the 28th July 
cruising from Nukualofa to Auckland.

August sees the Pacific Explorer again visit the 
island cruising from Auckland to New Caledonia, on 
Thursday 31st August 2023.

Cruiseships are also scheduled to visit the island in 
September, October and November.

Club L
Twenty-eight 

ladies joined Lynne 
and myself for Nahla 
at Hilli Restaurant 
on Tuesday 30 May 
where we were treated 
to a two course meal 
enjoyed by all ladies 
and served by the 
delightful Kimberly 
and her wait staff. 
Thank you to Justine, 
Cam and Ali the two 
rogue chefs - fabulous 
meal as always.

 Our speaker for 
the evening was our 

well known Clare McPherson who gave us the most 
interesting, informative, amazing insight into the lives 
of the European Honey Bee ‘S in Norfolk Island.  

These European Honey Bee’s have been on Norfolk 
since the 1840’s and according to the CSIRO are the 
healthiest bee’s on the planet !!  

We ladies of Club L thank Clare and look forward 
to an update as time goes by! 

 There is no Club L in June - see you Tuesday July 
18th.

 Fenella & Lynne     
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TO WHOM IT MAY 

CONCERN
To the person(s) who is still 
stalking, harrassing me and 

sending handwritten and typed 
unsigned letters, I now take all 

that as a personal threat on 
my life.

If anything happens to me and/
or my family then there are many 
lawful ways to find out who you 
are and you can be dealt with 

accordingly.

Cherri Buffett

Vale
Charles George Buffett
The Story of Chilla (Uncle Chill)

Charles George Buffett affectionately known as 
Chilla was born on Norfolk Island on 19th January 
1944, son of Estelle and Gustav Buffett, father to 
Stacey and Amber, brother to June (dec), Uncle 
Harry and Aunty Paddy (dec), Uncle Norm, Leonie 
affectionately known to him as work, Aunty Lynn 
(dec) and Uncle Mike and Dars.

He grew up at the family home on New Cascade 
Road in an era where times were tough, but it was 
here that his love for both family and food first began. 

Uncle Chill loved his food, particularly Norfolk pies, 
and he spoke of Nan and Aunt’s often.

Uncle Chill lived his entire life on his beloved 
Norfolk, a place he was so proud to call his home and 
was over 40 years old, before he travelled abroad. 
Trips away were rare and for short periods only. Some 
were for medical reasons, and it was hard convincing 
him to go. One trip that he often spoke of was when 
he and Mum went to New Zealand to spend some 
time with his girls. He loved that trip and often spoke 
fondly of it. Uncle Chill spoke about wanting to travel 
more often but such is life you would say.

Uncle Chill went to school on Norfolk, and it was 
here that his friendship circle first began.

After finishing school his working life started. 
Uncle Chill worked down at the Whaling station, at 
restoration, round the airport, down at the ship and 
most recently at the works depot and from this his 
friendship group grew and expanded.

He loved his work mates and ‘banging the table’ 
breaks. He could bring the roof down when he 
slammed down the winning card. Although many of 
his mates are gone, memories still linger of the noisy 
card games in Munnas with Streaks, Franklin, Ruggy, 
Puss and others.

Uncle Chill really loved Jaro, Cara and Rhonda 
remember fondly of playing cards at Uncle Harry and 
Aunty Paddys all night, eating at Hihi’s and if Uncle 
Chill was down on his luck he would get up and walk 
around his chair before sitting down again hoping his 
luck would change.

(continued overleaf)



Charles George Buffett - continued
Uncle Chill was known for many things, he was 

naturally talented, but it’s stories of his strength and 
good nature that have been told to me a lot over the 
past week. I’ve heard of him lifting full 44-gallon 
drums onto trucks but also when he played for the 
blues, he was actually quite gentle and conscious of 
not hurting anyone.

I know there are so many more stories to tell 
of Uncle Chills earlier life, but I also know that he 
wouldn’t want me up here too long, so I hope yorley 
that knew Uncle Chill and have stories to tell please 
share them and remember him and his winning smile.

Around 1969 Chilla met Sheryl. Their shared love 
gave them two daughters Stacey and Amber (both 
beautiful inside and out). Although it didn’t end up 
being the fairy tale, Uncle Chill loved Sheryl very 
much and that was maybe one of his hardest life 
lessons.

After retiring Uncle Chill enjoyed tinkering and 
scheming at his place up Selwyn, spending time with 
family and friends and living simply and peacefully. 
Many a morning was spent on his veranda having 
cuppers, reminding Brad to watch his head that he 
often knocked on the umbrella that never moved- he 
loved you, Brady, talking about days gone by or having 
deep discussions about anything and everything, there 
was always peace to be found on his deck with those 
sun filled days and birdlife. 

Those days will stay with me forever. Walking 
down the path with Mum, seeing Uncle Chill at his 
table studying “the good book” and looking up with his 
glasses on the bridge of his nose and saying “Yorley 
gwen hawe wun cuppa?” and if you said yes, the reply 
was “what a bullin good idea, I’ll put the billy on”.

He loved his home, his treasure trove, an avid 
collector of something that might be useful one day. 
One of the saddest things for me was watching Uncle 
Chill standing in front of his house, an inferno, with 
his burnt feet watching his place of solitude a blaze. 
But true to you Uncle Chill you took that in your 
stride, “such is life you said” and you kept on going.

The fire marked the beginning of his final chapter. A 
turning point in the deterioration of his health through 
Parkinsons, a disease that had been diagnosed a few 
years earlier, but which accelerated after the fire. 

It been a cruel disease slowing him down, making 
life that little bit harder and finally robbing this strong 
fit man that we all knew and loved, of his independence 
and ability. But it was in these hard times that he stayed 

determined, always being grateful for life; the good, 
bad and beautiful.

You could ask him at any time “how are you feeling 
today Uncle Chill and he would say “just like the 
weather”.  

He stayed sharp and interested in the world around 
him and with what was happening outside the hospital 
doors.  Some days it was “I el ya Al’s mower” I’d say, 
“I nor thought Uncle Chill?” then I would go and look 
or ring to check, and yep Al would be mowing next 
door and if he was here, I know he would be so proud 
and tul “man I hot f dar”.

We would fill him in on the latest family news; Joni’s  
moving to Australia Uncle Chill; Luther’s moving 
back to Norfolk; Xavy performed at the Syndey Opera 
House; Gracie is loving school;  Nat’s going to Uni; 
Steph got her license; Ari turned 11; Charlotte’s doing 
gymnastics; Lacey started school; Maggie looks so 
much like Cara; Honu’s talking so much ; Aunty Zoe’s 
such a wonderful mother; Bonnie’s beautiful jes semes 
dar old gairl;  Georgia and Zac are going travelling; 
Lachs loving being on Norfolk; Deb and Warrick 
are renovating Peters Highway; you should see what 
Pete and Kyle have down around the Butcher Shop; 
Michael and Thomas are coming over; Pix has gone to 
Olympics. He was always kept up to date with family 
news. 

This part of his journey was hard, but we really got 
to appreciate the silver lining, sharing these updates or 
something of note that would make him and his eyes 
light up. It was even better if it made him laugh. These 
precious conversations were so special. 

Uncle Chill was grateful for every day, even the 
hardest ones, with no fuss, taking it all in his stride.

During this Journey and a true testament to what 
a valued and respected member of the community he 
was, there were always people asking after him and 
sending their best wishes. 

But most of all there was his tribe who loved him 
and supported him every step of the way.

Dar’s making sure he got whatever he wanted 
no matter how obscure; whether that was spending 
months finding a special song from random lyrics; 
getting his favorite foods; special orders of crocs from 
New Zealand; and the time that you spent together. He 
loved you so very much.

Uncle Mike for the friendship that you shared with 
Uncle Chill, the drives that you took together that he 
loved so much and his knowing that he could count 

(continued overleaf)



Charles George Buffett - continued
on you to handle the hard stuff. Uncle Chill was truly 
grateful and loved you so much too.

Mum, Work. The support and strength that you gave 
to Uncle Chill was unwavering. He was your brother, 
your protecter and you were his little sister. You shared 
the most beautiful bond. You stayed by his side right 
through, even on Sunday when the nurses had to tell 
you it was time to let go. I know too how very much he 
appreciated everything that you did but also how much 
you loved him. He loved you too Work.

Stace and Amber, the joy that you brought to Uncle 
Chill’s life was immeasurable. We saw that when 
he spoke about you both. He loved you both oh so 
much and his face would light up whenever you were 
mentioned. The love that you gave to him was so 
beautiful to see and he was so proud of you both. 

Uncle Norm always with no filter, wanting to make 
us all laugh. After talking with you the other day you 
shared so much- thank you. We love you.

His family who have all held him gently in their 
hearts, he loved each and every one of us.

And His friends – too many to mention - but 
particularly, Moose. Your love and admiration that you 
have had for Uncle Chill has shone though, we know 
how much you loved and respected him, and he loved 
you too.

But to honor you this must be short and sweet so to 
cut a long story short, Chilla passed away peacefully at 
the Norfolk Island Hospital surrounded by his family.

Through the challenges he faced losing everything 
in his house fire and facing the rapid nature of his 
Parkinson’s Uncle Chill took it all in his stride with 
strength and dignity. 

We love you Uncle Chill; we will cherish the time 
that we have spent with you, and you will always hold 
a such a huge special place in our hearts. We will so 
miss you much. 

Finally, from me thank you for all that you have 
done for me, myse mum, and myse brother and Mareet 
and our whole family. I am so proud to call you, my 
uncle. I’ll talk of you often and remember all the 
valuable life advice you gave me. 

I love you Uncle Chill.
Sweet dreams 

 

   www.norfolkforwarding.com                                                 Phone:  57000 or 0427 776 790 

FREIGHT FORWARDER - SEA and Air 

‘Globally Connected, 
Locally Invested’ 

• Airfreighter consignments 
• Vehicles 
• Plant and Machinery 
• Personal Effects 
• Large Scale Project Freight 
• General and DG goods 

Contact us to discuss your freight requirements 
By AIR or SEA to and from Norfolk Island - 

We look after your goods as if they were our own ! 

Vessel: 
MV Norfolk 

Two monthly 
service from 
each Port 

Booking Details: ETA Norfolk 

V010E Brisbane Please contact us 28 August 

V010W Auckland for Information  28 September 

V11 E Brisbane and Bookings 28 October 

V11W Auckland  23 November 

Thank You
On behalf of our family we would like to 

sincerely thank Shane Quintal, the grave diggers, the 
wreathmakers, Colleen Crane for the use of the Guide 
Hall, Pastor Anders  Leonard Schmitz for driving Uncle 
Chill to his final resting place, Dr Pete, the Nurses and 
hospital staff that showed kindness and compassion 
to Uncle Chill over the last couple of years, everyone 
that has visited or dropped of food and flowers and the 
Norfolk Island community thaenk’s f uwa yorley. 

We apologise if we se forget anyone but please 
know we were so grateful for all the love.

The ABC’s
Quote: “A proper legal examination of 

the constitutional history of Norfolk Island 
reveals quite clearly that the 1856 Order 
in Council of Queen Victoria established 
Norfolk Island as a ‘distinct and separate 
settlement’ – this status of Norfolk has 
never been abrogated by any subsequent 
Imperial Act, which is the only way that this 
can be changed. 

It cannot be abrogated by any Act of the 
Australian Parliament nor by any decision of 
the High Court of Australia. 

On the contrary, Australia does have 
clear obligations under Article 73 of the UN 
Charter (to which Australia is party) to assist 
its territories (including Norfolk) towards 
self-determination.”

Law Professor Dan Howard SC. 
Executive Summary of Dr. Carlye Cobin 
(Analysis on Dependency Governance)

- contributed






